technique of cryotherapy, which was first used by Bietti in 1932 in the treatment of retinal detachment (Bietti G, 1933, Boll. Oculist. 13, 576). The references given at the end of each chapter are excellent, the diagrams are clear but the photographs showing the operative procedure of cryoextraction of cataract are poor.
The book would be all the better for some judicious pruning; for instance, details of pre-and post-operative examination and treatment are not peculiar to the method of cryotherapy and in any case must vary according to the type of patient and the views of the surgeon. These might well have been omitted. Likewise avoidance of repetition could have curtailed the book.
The author, who is one of the pioneers in this comparatively new form of ocular therapy, is to be congratulated on a useful and informative handbook which will be welcomed by all practising ophthalmologists.
T The authors' realization that pediatric neurosurgery is not simply the neurosurgery of small adults is reflected in the 889 excellent illustrations, every one of which is related to children and is not borrowed from adult practice. The list of acknowledgments shows that no pains have been spared in order to obtain the most instructive example for illustration. Juxtaposition of (for example) clinical photograph, X-ray, line drawing and photomicrograph enhances the value of the book greatly, especially for those who are unable to read German.
This large volume contains many admirable up-to-date references with a more than usually generous proportion of those in English. Some of the important omissions are, however, rather startling. Neurosurgeons will continue to refer to this book for a long time to come. The subject with which it deals is, like medicine in general, changing rapidly and it is doubtful if the success of this encyclopedic documentation of pediatric surgery could ever be repeated in the future.
KENNETH TILL
The Pathology of Diabetes Mellitus by Shields Warren mD SCD LLD, Philip M LeCompte MD and Merle A Legg MD pp 528 illustrated 123s 6d London: Henry Kimpton 1966 It is now some fifteen years since the previous and third edition of this book which is well established as an authoritative information source on the pathological aspects of diabetes mellitus. This edition has been extensively re-written and revised in both its text material and references. In separate chapters the book covers the pathological changes, in both individual organs and body systems, associated with diabetes. There are also useful chapters reviewing wider subjects such as infection, arteriosclerosis and cancer in diabetes, as well as reviews of such subjects as heemochromatosis, hyperinsulinism and experimental diabetes, the emphasis throughout being on histological aspects.
There is a short 14-page chapter by Dr Albert E Renold on intermediary metabolism in diabetes, which covers both the metabolic consequences of insulin lack and the mode of action of insulin. Although the book is essentially a text on the pathological or histological aspects of diabetes, it seems a pity that this chapter could not have been made more comprehensive, as in its brevity both the text and the illustrations are complex and difficult to follow. There are, however, many references to be found in the text of other chapters to both the metabolic consequences of insulin lack and its mode of action. The only other criticism of this otherwise excellent book is that no actual reference is given to the report of the synthesis of crystalline insulin by the Chinese workers, apart from a brief footnote (p 374).
This book is essentially for the morbid anatomist or clinician interested in the morbid anatomical or histological aspects of diabetes. The text is well illustrated throughout with many excellent photomicrographs of histological material, although some of the colour plates have not reproduced well. It provides an authoritative, well illustrated current reference work on the pathological aspects of diabetes mellitus.
